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African American
American Library Association. Coretta Scott King book awards. Annually. Retrieved July 11, 2011 from http://goo.gl/O8rOF.

The CSK Award has grown since its inception in the late 1960s. At its humble inception at the May 1970 dinner gala of the New Jersey Library Association, Lillie Patterson was honored for her biography, Martin Luther King, Jr. Man of Peace. In 1972, CSK held its first breakfast at an ALA conference site (but without ALA recognition). Official affiliation with SRRT came in 1980 and in 1982 the American Library Association recognized the Coretta Scott King Award as an association award. Success of the CSK Task Force can be attributed to the work of tireless volunteers and visionary founders. For a more complete history consult two works: The Coretta Scott King Awards Book, From Vision to Reality Edited by Henrietta Smith, American Library Association, 1994 and The Coretta Scott King Awards Book, 1970-1999, Edited by Henrietta M. Smith, American Library Association, 1999.

Murphy, B.T., & Murphy, D. (2007). Black authors and illustrators of books for children and young adults. New York, NY: Routledge.
Black Authors and Illustrators of Books for Children and Young Adults is a biographical dictionary that provides comprehensive coverage of all major authors and illustrators – past and present. As the only reference volume of its kind available, this book is a valuable research tool that provides quick access for anyone studying black children’s literature – whether one is a student, a librarian charged with maintaining a children’s literature collection, or a scholar of children’s literature. The Fourth Edition of this renowned reference work illuminates African American contributions to children’s literature and books for young adults. The new edition contains updated and new information for existing author/illustrator entries, the addition of approximately 50 new profiles, and a new section listing online resources of interest to the authors and readers of black children’s literature.

Biographies

Floyd, E.F., & Hébert, T.P. (2010). Using picture book biographies to nurture the talents of young, gifted african american students . Gifted Child Today, 32(2), Retrieved July 14, 2011 from http://goo.gl/keRlT.


A brief narrative description of the journal article, document, or resource.This article describes a scenario that highlights an important challenge facing educators in primary grade classrooms. The discussion in this article addresses this challenge by showcasing scholarly literature that examines the importance of infusing culturally relevant material into K-2 classrooms. Following the discussion, methods of using picture book biographies of African Americans to nurture the interests, strengths, and talents of gifted Black students and a list of high-quality picture book biographies are presented.

The Cleveland Public Library. Norman A. Sugarman Children’s Biography Award. Biennaly. Retrieved July 14, 2011 from http://goo.gl/L9uld.

Norman A. Sugarman Children’s Biography Award was established in 1998 to honor excellence in the field of biography for children by Joan G. Sugarman in memory of her husband. The biennial award is given by CPL during National Library Week for work published in the previous two calendar years.
Polette, N. (2009). Gifted biographies, gifted readers!: higher order thinking with picture book biographies. Lanham, MD: Libraries Unlimited. $35.00. 978-1591588795.

In our current emphasis on standardized testing and the basics in American education we are in danger of permanently dimming the light of inquiry and curiosity which shines from the eyes of our brightest children. The majority of children identified as gifted in most school settings are those who are academically talented. They are attentive and learn rapidly and easily. They enjoy learning and often tackle difficult subjects. These students conform to school structure and rules. However, a study of biography will reveal many individuals who were not successful as students, yet later used their gifts to the fullest. Albert Einstein, Stephen Spielberg and Roald Dahl to name but a few. This new book from writer and educator, Nancy Polette discusses how to use picture book biographies to help students recognize traits of giftedness that they possess themselves. Stretch young minds to creative and productive thought with some of the best picture book biographies currently available. Polette shows you how to promote critical thinking, and foster inquiry in students through building excitement for the reading experience and increasing students' active participation in learning. Included are over 90 annotated recommendations and open ended discussion questions for picture book biographies plus pages and pages of reproducible activities to promote critical thinking and inquiry.

I had trouble finding easy reader biography resources.  However, I was able to find a few Easy Reader Biography series.

· Rookie Biographies

· Scholastic Easy Reader Biographies

· Pebble First Biographies
Fantasy/Science Fiction

Singley, C. (2008, March 14). Annotated bibliographies of multicultural children's literature. Retrieved July 11, 2011 from http://goo.gl/Zyprg

The Center for Children and Childhood Studies promotes understanding, enrichment and the recognition of the significance of the experiences of childhood through:  Support of interdisciplinary inquiry into the lives of children in the city of Camden, US and abroad; Development and evaluation of service and outreach programs for children; Dissemination of knowledge to those directly responsible for ministering to children's needs and to those formulating policies affecting their lives and futures; Development of innovative research and service internships that equip university students and the public to make informed decisions concerning children and youth. These booklists include lists on folktales, fairy tales, and fantasy for K-8 students.  The lists also break down into different ethnicities.

Mythopoeic Society. Mythopoeic fantasy award for children's literature.  Yearly.  Retrieved July 13th, 2011 from http://goo.gl/NR7cA

The Mythopoeic Fantasy Award for Children’s Literaturehonors books for younger readers (from “Young Adults” to picture books for beginning readers), in the tradition of The Hobbit or The Chronicles of Narnia, published during the previous year that best exemplifies “the spirit of the Inklings”. Books not selected as finalists in the year after publication are eligible for a second year. Books from a series are eligible if they stand on their own; otherwise, the series becomes eligible the year its final volume appears.

Herald, N. (2011). Graphic novels for young readers: a genre guide for ages 4-14. Santa Barbara, CA: Libraries Unlimited. $40.00. 978-1598843958.

Librarians and teachers know how important graphic novels can be in engaging young readers and even getting reluctant readers interested in books. Graphic Novels for Young Readers: A Genre Guide for Ages 4-14 identifies and describes the growing number of graphic novels that are suitable for and popular with readers ages 6-14.  Taking a genre approach, the book organizes approximately 400 titles, most of them published in the last five years, according to genre, subgenre, and theme. It describes series and lists bibliographic information for each title. Also included are subjects and read-alikes, as well as designations of awards. A great readers' advisory tool, this guide can also be used for collection development in school and public libraries.

Lynn, R. (2005). Fantasy literature for children and young adults: a comprehensive guide. Santa Barbara, CA: Libraries Unlimited. $68.00. 978-1591580508.

Since the publication of Harry Potter and recently renewed interest in The Lord of the Rings, fantasy has become the hottest genre for young readers today—thousands of fantasy novels have flooded into the market, and young readers can't get enough. Librarians can build their collections and advise readers with Lynn's comprehensive guide, describing and categorizing fantasy novels and story collections published between 1900 and 2004. More than 7,500 titles—nearly 2,800 new to this volume—for readers grades 3-12 are organized in chapters based on fantasy subgenres and themes, including animal, alternate worlds, time travel, witchcraft, and sorcery. Lynn provides complete bibliographic information, grade level, a brief annotation, and a list of review citations, and notes recommended titles.

Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America. Andre Norton award. Yearly. Retrieved July 11th, 2011 from http://goo.gl/fJ3oY.

While this award says it is for YA, YA is never defined, and many of the books are appropriate for children. The Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America, Inc., (SFWA) has created this new literary award to recognize outstanding science fiction and fantasy novels that are written for the young adult market. The award has been named in honor of the late Andre Norton, a SFWA Grand Master and author of more than 100 novels, including the acclaimed Witch World series, many of them for young adult readers. Ms. Norton's work has influenced generations of young people, creating new fans of the fantasy and science fiction genres and setting the standard for excellence in fantasy writing. The Andre Norton Award for an outstanding young adult science fiction or fantasy book is an annual honor that will first be given in 2006. Nominations will be based on the same process as the SFWA Nebula Awards.
Folktales

American Folklore Society. Aesop prize. Annually. Retrieved July 13, 2011 from http://www.afsnet.org/?Aesop. 

The Aesop Prize and Aesop Accolades are conferred annually by the Children’s Folklore Section of the American Folklore Society upon English language books for children and young adults, both fiction and nonfiction. Prize Review Criteria: Folklore should be central to the book’s content and, if appropriate, to its illustrations.; The folklore presented in the book should accurately reflect the culture and worldview of the people whose folklore is the focus of the book; The reader’s understanding of folklore should be enhanced by the book, as should the book be enhanced by the presence of folklore; The book should reflect the high artistic standards of the best of children’s literature and have strong appeal to the child reader; Folklore sources must be fully acknowledged and annotations referenced within the bound contents of the publication.

Bartleson Zarian, B. (2004). Around the world with historical fiction and folktales: Highly recommended and award-winning books, grades K-8. Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press. $55.00. 978-0810848160.

As more school districts undergo the painstaking task of curriculum integration, resources that offer children an opportunity to live vicariously in times and places they cannot experience any other way become increasingly necessary. Whether two teachers are covering the same topic in separate classes (e.g. English and history), or designing a thematic unit with the school librarian, this book will assist all parties in the selection of high quality literature. In this handy guide to nearly 800 award winning historical fiction for Kindergarten through 8th grade, Beth Zarian literally spans the globe. Entries are first divided into three sections - American history, world history, and myths and folklore - then chronologically from prehistoric times to present day, and finally by grade level. Each entry is accompanied by a short annotation.

Historical Fiction

Gillespie, J.T. (2008). Historical fiction for young readers (grades 4-8): an introduction. Santa Barbara, CA: Libraries Unlimited. $60.00. 978-1591586210

Enhance your historical fiction collection - and its popularity with readers and value in the classroom - with this wide-ranging guide. After discussion of various aspects of the genre (its importance, history, criteria for evaluation, and methods of presentation), the author takes an in-depth look at 80 of the best historical fiction novels published for this age group in the last 10 to 15 years. For each title there is a brief introduction discussing setting, historical background, and point of view; a list of characters; a detailed plot summary; and ways to introduce the book to students, including important passages for reading or retelling. This versatile tool, written by a recognized expert in children's literature, can be used for readers' advisory, curricular support, title selection, and collection development. Grades 4-8.

Scott O’Dell award for historical fiction. Yearly. Retrieved July 12, 2011 from http://goo.gl/5z9Kw.
In 1982, Scott O'Dell established The Scott O'Dell Award for Historical Fiction. The annual award of $5,000 goes to an author for a meritorious book published in the previous year for children or young adults.  Scott O'Dell established this award to encourage other writers--particularly new authors--to focus on historical fiction. He hoped in this way to increase the interest of young readers in the historical background that has helped to shape their country and their world.  This list can also be divided into historical time periods.

Jansen-Gruber, M. (2011). Through the looking glass - features - historical. Retrieved July 10, 2011 from http://goo.gl/3bhLH.

We are delighted to have you as our guest and hope you will enjoy the reviews, features, profiles, and the other information that we have gathered for you. We hope you find this issue interesting, entertaining, and informative.  Through the Looking Glass Children’s Book Review has been in operation since October of 2003. Our goal is to provide parents, teachers, and others with a tool to help them find truly exceptional books for the young people in their lives. We do not sell books, we just review them, and we only review the books we like, so our reviews are always positive ones. Over time TTLG has expanded this fundamental goal to include doing what we can to review books published by small houses, to publicize organizations who work for children, and to publicize the work of new authors and illustrators.

Latinos
Campbell, J. (2010). Celebrating cuentos: promoting latino children's literature and literacy in classrooms and libraries. Santa Barbara, CA: Libraries Unlimited. $55.00. 978-1591589044.
Latinos are the fastest growing and largest ethnic minority in the United States. The number of Latino children is at a historic high. As a result, librarians and teachers in the United States must know how to meet the informational, cultural, and traditional literacy needs of this student demographic group. An ideal way to overcome this challenge is by providing culturally accurate and authentic children's literature that represents the diversity of the Latino cultures. Much more than simply a topical bibliography, this book details both historical and current practices in educating Latino children; explains why having quality Latino children's literature in classrooms and libraries is necessary for the ethnic identity development of Latino children; and offers a historical overview of Latino children's literature in America. Web resources of interest to educators working with Latino children are also included.

Schon, I. (2009). Recommended books in Spanish for children and young adults, 2004-2008. Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press. $55.00. 978-0810863866.
Recommended Books in Spanish for Children and Young Adults: 2004-2008, whether used for the development and support of an existing library collection or for the creation of a new library serving Spanish-speaking young readers, includes 1,231 books in print that deserve to be read by Spanish-speaking children and young adults (or those who wish to learn Spanish). These books have been selected because of their quality of art and writing, presentation of material and appeal to the intended audience, and support for informational, educational, recreational, and personal needs of Spanish speakers from preschool through the 12th grade. There are multiple editions of this book for older titles.

Trevino, R.Z. (2009). Read me a rhyme in Spanish and English/Leame una rima en Espanol e Ingles. Chicago, IL: ALA Editions. $47.00. 978-0838909829.

In Rose Zertuche Trevino's "Read Me a Rhyme in Spanish and English", programming ideas abound for librarians who have bilingual patrons and wish to present reading programs for children for whom Spanish is the spoken language at home. The bilingual programs are for children of all ages: babies to primary school children. The program material presented originates from Latin culture, engaging those patrons for whom the nursery rhymes are new, as well as for older children and parents for whom the rhymes are old favorites. "Read Me a Rhyme in Spanish and English"; includes thorough directions, as well as the text for various sounds and read-alouds, written in both English and Spanish. Users will also discover: fresh ideas and resources for implementing bilingual storytimes; eight program plans with chapters specific to target audience; and, two bibliographies filled with additional resources, including both paper and music titles for use with bilingual programs. The ready-made storytimes included in this unique bilingual book is a must-have for any library serving the Spanish-speaking. Filled with rhymes, songs, and fingerplays, this book will become a favorite among your young patrons both in English and Spanish!

Larson, J. (2011). El día de los niños/el día de los libros: Building a culture of literacy in your community through día. Chicago, IL: ALA Editions. $45.00. 978-0838935996.

A celebration of children, families, and reading held annually since 1996, Children’s Day/Book Day, known as Día, emphasizes the importance of literacy for children of all linguistic and cultural backgrounds. In anticipation of Día’s fifteenth anniversary, the Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC) presents a collection of the best of its Día programming ideas, offering: A wealth of ready-to-use programs, easily adaptable for a variety of cultures; Cultural competency training tips to encourage outreach to minority populations; Interviews with library directors about the best ways to heighten awareness of cultural and literacy issues. Complemented by numerous bilingual book suggestions, this resource is perfect for collection development, early literacy storytimes, and year-round program planning.
Criticas/School Library Journal. Media Source, Inc.: Plain City, OH.  Bimonthly.  $136.99/year.  Retrieved June 18th, 2011 from  http://goo.gl/4PkPb.

While these reviews are available bimonthly in the print edition, they are free online. A committee of librarians, chaired by Freda Mosquera of the Broward County Library (FL), looks at new Spanish-language and bilingual titles published here in the states and abroad. Their review columns run in our print pages every other month and will be archived here. They also appear, along with reviews of adult titles, at www.libraryjournal.com/criticas.
American Library Association. The Pura Belpré Award. Annually. Retrieved July 14, 2011 from http://goo.gl/78afJ. 
The Pura Belpré Award, established in 1996, is presented to a Latino/Latina writer and illustrator whose work best portrays, affirms, and celebrates the Latino cultural experience in an outstanding work of literature for children and youth. It is co-sponsored by the Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC), a division of the American Library Association (ALA), and the National Association to Promote Library and Information Services to Latinos and the Spanish-Speaking (REFORMA), an ALA affiliate. The award is named after Pura Belpré, the first Latina librarian at the New York Public Library. As a children's librarian, storyteller, and author, she enriched the lives of Puerto Rican children in the U.S.A. through her pioneering work of preserving and disseminating Puerto Rican folklore. The award is now given annually. It was given as a biennial award from 1996 through 2008.

Consortium of Latin American Studies Programs. Américas Book Award
for Children's and Young Adult Literature. Annually. Retrieved July 12, 2011 from http://www4.uwm.edu/clacs/aa/index.cfm.

The Américas Award is given in recognition of U.S. works of fiction, poetry, folklore, or selected non-fiction (from picture books to works for young adults) published in the previous year in English or Spanish that authentically and engagingly portray Latin America, the Caribbean, or Latinos in the United States. By combining both and linking the Americas, the award reaches beyond geographic borders, as well as multicultural-international boundaries, focusing instead upon cultural heritages within the hemisphere. The award is sponsored by the national Consortium of Latin American Studies Programs (CLASP). The award winners and commended titles are selected for their (1) distinctive literary quality; (2) cultural contextualization; (3) exceptional integration of text, illustration and design; and (4) potential for classroom use. 

Texas State University College of Education. Tomás Rivera Mexican American Children’s Book Award. Annually. Retrieved July 10, 2011 from http://www.education.txstate.edu/departments/Tomas-Rivera-Book-Award-Project-Link.html.
Texas State University College of Education developed the Tomas Rivera Mexican American Children's Book Award to honor authors and illustrators who create literature that depicts the Mexican American experience.  The award was established in 1995 and was named in honor of Dr. Tomas Rivera, a distinguished alumnus of Texas State University.
LGBTQ

Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered Round Table and the Social Responsibilities Round Table of the American Library Association. Rainbow books. Yearly. Retrieved July 9, 2011 from http://goo.gl/4xa73

The Rainbow Project is a joint project of the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered Round Table and the Social Responsibilities Round Table of the American Library Association.  The Rainbow Project presents an annual bibliography of quality books with significant and authentic GLBTQ content, which are recommended for people from birth through eighteen years of age.  The list is released yearly, but nominations are added throughout the year.

Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered Round Table of the American Library Association. Stonewall Award. Yearly. Retrieved July 11, 2011 from http
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The first and most enduring award for GLBT books is the Stonewall Book Awards, sponsored by the American Library Association's Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Round Table. Since Isabel Miller's Patience and Sarah received the first award in 1971, many other books have been honored for exceptional merit relating to the gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgender experience. The Stonewall Book Award-Barbara Gittings Literature Award, the Stonewall Book Award-Israel Fishman Non-Fiction Award and the Children’s & Young Adult Literature Award are presented to English language works published the year prior to the announcement date. The award is announced in January and presented to the winning authors or editors at the American Library Association Annual Conference in June or July.

Lamda Literary Foundation. Lamda literary. Retrieved from http://www.lambdaliterary.org/ 

The Lambda Literary Foundation nurtures, celebrates, and preserves LGBT literature through programs that honor excellence, promote visibility and encourage development of emerging writers.  This site includes reviews, interviews, and resources.  Although most of the reviews are adult and young adult, their literary award does encompass both children’s and young adult.
Native Americans

Oyate. [Web Resource]. Retrieved July 10, 2011 from http://www.oyate.org/.
Oyate is a Native organization working to see that our lives and histories are portrayed honestly, and so that all people will know our stories belong to us. For Indian children, it is as important as it has ever been for them to know who they are and what they come from. For all children, it is time to know and acknowledge the truths of history. Only then will they come to have the understanding and respect for each other that now, more than ever, will be necessary for life to continue. The great Lakota leader, Tatanka Iotanka—Sitting Bull—said, “Let us put our minds together and see what life we will make for our children.”  Our work is to nurture in our children a sense of self and community. Our hope is that they will grow up healthy and whole.

Our work includes critical evaluation of books and curricula with Indian themes, conducting of “Teaching Respect for Native Peoples” workshops and institutes; administration of a small resource center and reference library; and distribution of children’s, young adult, and teacher books and materials, with an emphasis on writing and illustration by Native people.

Our hope is that by making many excellent books available to encourage many more, especially from Native writers and artists. Oyate, our organiztion’s name, is the Dakota word for people. It was given to us by a Dakota friend.

Reese, D.  American indians in children’s literature. [Weblog]. Retrieved July 10, 2011 from http://goo.gl/0qmXf. 

American Indians in Children's Literature (AICL) provides critical perspectives and analysis of indigenous peoples in children's and young adult books, the school curriculum, popular culture, and society.

American Indian Library Association. Youth services literature award. Annually. Retrieved July 10, 2011 from http://goo.gl/VxeeC. 

The American Indian Library Association announces the establishment of its American Indian Youth Services Literature Award. The children's book award was created as a way to identify and honor the very best writing and illustrations by and about American Indians. Potential award winning titles will be nominated and selected by members of the award jury, which is composed of seven members of AILA, elected by the membership. Each juror may nominate titles in each category that represent the best in American Indian books for children and youth. Books selected to receive the award will present Native Americans in the fullness of their humanity in the present and past contexts. The First American Indian Library Association Native American Youth Services Literature Awards were selected and presented during the Joint Conference of Librarians of Color at Dallas Texas, Oct 11 through 15, 2006. Winners were chosen in three categories: picture book, middle school, and young adult. 

Non-Fiction

American Library Association. Robert F. Siebert Medal and Honor Books. Annually. Retrieved July 11, 2011 from http
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The Robert F. Sibert Informational Book Award, established by the Association for Library Service to Children in 2001 with support from Bound to Stay Bound Books, Inc., is awarded annually to the author(s) and illustrator(s) of the most distinguished informational book published in the United States in English during the preceding year. The award is named in honor of Robert F. Sibert, the long-time President of Bound to Stay Bound Books, Inc. of Jacksonville, Illinois. ALSC administers the award.

National Council of Teachers of English. Orbis Pictus Award for Outstanding Nonfiction for Children. Annually. Retrieved  July 10, 2011 from http://www.ncte.org/awards/orbispictus.

The world of children's literature contains a variety of genres, all of which have appeal to the diverse interests of children as well as potential for classroom teaching. In recent years, however, nonfiction or information books have emerged as a very attractive, exciting, and popular genre. NCTE, through the Committee on the Orbis Pictus Award for Outstanding Nonfiction for Children, has established an annual award for promoting and recognizing excellence in the writing of nonfiction for children. The name Orbis Pictus, commemorates the work of Johannes Amos Comenius, Orbis Pictus—The World in Pictures (1657), considered to be the first book actually planned for children.

National Science Teacher’s Association. Outstanding Science Trade Books for Students K–12. Annually. Retrieved July 12, 2011 from http://goo.gl/SKPdS.

Reading science trade books is the perfect way for students to build literacy skills while learning science content. The books that appear in these lists were selected as outstanding children’s science trade books. They were chosen by a book review panel appointed by the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) and assembled in cooperation with the Children’s Book Council (CBC). NSTA and CBC have joined forces on this bibliographic project since 1973, when the list was known as Outstanding Science Trade Books for Children and was primarily targeted at grades K through 8. Beginning in 2002, the list has been expanded to include high school as well. For the 2010 list, we included links to activities that complement each selection, and we plan to do so again in 2011 when we publish the fully annotated list in March.

National Science Teacher’s Association. NTSA Recommends. [Web Resource]. Retrieved July 12, 2011 from http
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NSTA Recommends is your best source for thoughtful, objective recommendations of science-teaching materials. Our panel of reviewers—top-flight teachers and other outstanding science educators—has determined that the products recommended here are among the best available supplements for science teaching. Why no negative reviews? They can be fun to read, even to write, but teachers are pressed for time—so only products that are reviewed favorably make their way into NSTA Recommends.

Picture Books

Center for Children’s Books. Blue ribbon award. Yearly. Retrieved July 8, 2011 from http://bccb.lis.illinois.edu/BlueRibbons/blueindex.html 

Blue Ribbons are chosen annually by the Bulletin staff and represent what we believe to be the best of the previous year's literature for youth. See the Blue Ribbon Archive for other lists from 1990 through the present. Please feel free to copy, download, or link to these lists. We ask only that you cite the source. 

Lima, C.W., & Lima, J.W. (2005). A to zoo: Subject access to children's picture books. Santa Barbara, CA: Libraries Unlimited. $84.00. 978-1591582328

This best-selling standard reference resource offers up-to-date information on fiction and nonfiction picture books for children. Comprehensive and easy to use, it consists of a subject guide, a bibliographic guide, and title and illustrator indexes. This 7th edition adds more than 4,000 titles published since 2001. An introduction discusses the history and amazing growth of English-language picture books. A to Zoo is useful for both reader's advisory and collection building.

Josephson Institute. (2011). Character counts booklist. Retrieved July 12, 2011 from http://charactercounts.org/resources/booklist.php.

Josephson Institute, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, administers the national office of CHARACTER COUNTS! (the Center for Youth Ethics). CHARACTER COUNTS! is the most widely implemented approach to character education, reaching millions of youth. CHARACTER COUNTS! is: A framework centered on basic values called the Six Pillars of Character: trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring and citizenship; Embraced by thousands of schools, communities, public agencies and nonprofit organizations for a simple reason — it works. These groups receive support and development from a national office, which offers training programs, free e-newsletters, resources, products, and free consultation; Nonprofit, not religious or political (though used by both secular and faith-based groups, and supported by public officials of both major parties); Not a curriculum or add-on, but a powerful means to advance curricular and behavioral goals.

Society of Children's Book Writers and Illustrators. Crystal kite member's choice award. Retrieved July 10, 2011 from http://goo.gl/Xu4Z2.

The Crystal Kite Awards are given by the Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators to recognize great books from the 70 SCBWI regions around the world.  Along with the SCBWI Golden Kite Awards, the Crystal Kite Awards are chosen by other children’s book writers and illustrators, making them the only peer-given awards in publishing for young readers.  This award is also interesting because it gives award based on region.

Kansas Center for the Book. Kansas reads to preschoolers. Retrieved July 14, 2011 from http://goo.gl/maSYa & http://goo.gl/kYGvw.
A one-book/one-state intergenerational reading project to highlight the importance of reading to children. The goal is that every Kansas child from birth to age five is read to during Kansas Reads to Preschoolers week in November.

School Library Journal. Media Source, Inc.: Plain City, OH.  Monthly.  $136.99/year.  Retrieved June 18th, 2011 from 
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School and Public Librarians working with Children and Young Adults - This magazine started in 1954 as part of Library Journal.  Now, off on it’s own, it attempts to review every book published for children.  This can be extremely helpful for its target audience as it does not shy away from being critical of items.  If a book is too in-depth for the intended age they will let you know.  But they also don’t write-off a book based on some negative elements.  They give fair and balanced reviews broken into sections based on age group.  Particularly well-recommended books are starred to further help ease of use.  Another plus, current issues and archives are available free on their website.  They also have reviews of Spanish fiction, nonfiction, and bilingual books bimonthly.  This is a great resource for the audience who can get critical analysis in concise reviews.
MultiCultural Review.  Goldman Group:  Tampa, FL.  Quarterly.  $66/year (print).  $50/year (online).  $100/year (combined).  Retrieved June 18th, 2011 from 
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Librarians and Teachers - This magazine is aimed at bringing multicultural materials to librarians and classrooms.  This includes adult fiction, nonfiction, and even scholarly works related to multicultural literature.  The Juvenile section is clearly marked and broken down by age group.  The great part of this magazine is its focus on diversity.  For many that can simply mean race, but for MCR it means all diversities including learning disabilities.  It can give librarians a good idea of worthwhile titles to include to help balance a collection.  While it celebrates diversity, it succeeds by not giving every book a positive review.  It finds the positive, but also points out negative aspects that could be a sticking point.  It also succeeds in giving helpful tips for how a book might best be used (story time, programming, etc.).  While the site claims to cost $50/year, I had no trouble accessing archived issues.
Poetry

Leeper, A. (2006). Poetry in literature for youth. Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press. $44.00. 978-0810854659.
Poetry in Literature for Youth offers teachers, librarians, parents, and students with an instrumental guide for incorporating all forms of poetry into the curriculum. More than 900 annotated entries provide descriptions of books and other resources, including anthologies, classics, various poetry formats, poetry novels, multicultural poetry, performance poetry, teen poetry, poet biographies, and curriculum connections. Educators, who are often unaware of the poetry resources available-particularly for young adults-will welcome this book with open arms. Lists for building a core poetry collection, along with resources for teaching poetry criticism and writing, electronic poetry resources, booktalks, classroom activities, and lesson plans complement this guide. Author, Geographic, Grade, Subject, and Title indexes are also included. For anyone interested in knowing more about poetry in literature, this is an indispensable guide.

Pennsylvania Center for the Book. Lee Bennett Hopkins poetry award. Annually. Retrieved July 11, 2011 from http
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The Lee Bennett Hopkins Award, established in 1993, is presented annually to an American poet or anthologist for the most outstanding new book of children's poetry published in the previous calendar year. Selected by a panel of nationally recognized teachers, librarians, and scholars, the Lee Bennett Hopkins Award for Children's Poetry is the first award of its kind in the United States. Steven Herb, Education librarian is the administrator of the annual award. 

International Reading Assocation. Lee Bennet Hopkins promising poet award . Triennial. Retrieved July 11, 2011 from http
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The IRA Lee Bennett Hopkins Promising Poet Award is given every three years to a promising new poet of children’s poetry (for children and young adults up to grade 12) who has published no more than two books of children’s poetry. A book-length single poem maybe submitted. The award is for published works only. Poetry in any language may be submitted; non-English poetry must be accompanied by an English translation.

Cullinan, B.E., & Wooten, D.(2009). Another jar of tiny stars. Honesdale, PA: Wordsong. $19.95. 978-1590787267.

A Jar of Tiny Stars is one of the most popular poetry books from Wordsong. This new edition is now expanded and includes the work of the latest five winners of the National Council of Teachers of English Award for Poetry for Children. By turns silly and wise, playful and thought-provoking, the poems in this collection were chosen by young readers as their favorites among those written by NCTE Award winners. New to this collection are works from Eloise Greenfield, Nikki Grimes, Mary Ann Hoberman, Lee Bennett Hopkins, and X. J. Kennedy. Rounding out the collection are poems by Arnold Adoff, John Ciardi, Barbara Esbensen, Aileen Fisher, Karla Kuskin, Myra Cohn Livingston, David McCord, Eve Merriam, Lilian Moore, and Valerie Worth. 

Hauge Sword, E. (2006). A child's anthology of poetry. New York, NY: Ecco. $24.95. 978-0880013789.

This tenth-anniversary reissue of a timeless collection celebrates the joys of poetry for children of all ages. Bringing together essential classic children's poems with the best of modern and contemporary international poetry, A Child's Anthology of Poetry is an indispensable introduction to literature and life for the young reader. The simple pleasures of reading and listening to poetry are unforgettable memories of childhood, and, for young minds, poetry is the gateway to an interest in language and storytelling. From Robert Frost to Maya Angelou, Shel Silverstein to Emily Dickinson, this collection emphasizes the fun and diversity of poetry, providing readers with a well-rounded, inclusive selection of poets. With the guidance of a special advisory board of esteemed poets—Deborah Digges, Gerald Early, Louise Glück, Jorie Graham, Edward Hirsch, Garrett Hongo, Maxine Kumin, Cynthia MacDonald, William Matthews, Thylias Moss, Ishmael Reed, Sarah Rosenstock, and Mark Strand—the editors have fashioned a delightful volume that encourages parents not to underestimate their children's ability to appreciate the music of the written word. It is a volume that will be treasured by generations of readers. Featuring artwork by Tom Pohrt, the well-known illustrator of Crow and Weasel, and including favorite poems such as William Blake's "The Tyger" and Lewis Carroll's "Jabberwocky," in addition to more-recent classics such as Elizabeth Bishop's "Sestina" and Theodore Roethke's "My Papa's Waltz," A Child's Anthology of Poetry is full of surprises and lyric charm.
Portrayal of Children with Disablities

Council for Exceptional Children Division on Autism and Developmental Disabilities. The Dolly Gray Awards for Children's Literature in Developmental Disabilities. Biennally. Retrieved July 10, 2011 from http://goo.gl/R0Skx.
The Dolly Gray Award for Children's Literature in Developmental Disabilities was initiated in 2000 to recognize authors, illustrators, and publishers of high quality fictional children's books that appropriately portray individuals with developmental disabilities.

American Library Association. Schneider Family Award. Annually. Retrieved July 10, 2011 from http://goo.gl/8vt8u.

The Schneider Family Book Awards honor an author or illustrator for a book that embodies an artistic expression of the disability experience for child and adolescent audiences. Three annual awards each consisting of $5000 and a framed plaque, will be given annually in each of the following categories: birth through grade school (age 0–8), middle school (age 9–13) and teens (age 14–18). (Age groupings are approximations). The book must emphasize the artistic expression of the disability experience for children and or adolescent audiences. The book must portray some aspect of living with a disability or that of a friend or family member, whether the disability is physical, mental or emotional.

Prater, M.A., & Dyches, T.T. (2008). Teaching about disabilities through children's literature. Santa Barbara, CA: Teacher Ideas Press. $38.00. 978-1591585411. 

This book is written to provide teachers, social workers, school psychologists, counselors, and other professionals who work with children a comprehensive guide to selecting and using children's books to teach about disabilities.
Crosetto, A., Garcha, R., & Horan, M. (2009). Disabilities and disorders in literature for youth: A selective annotated bibliography for K-12. Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press. $65.00. 978-0810859777.
One in every five Americans lives with at least one disability or disorder, including both the obvious, such as those requiring the use of a wheelchair, and the less evident ones, such as eating disorders or Asperger's syndrome. Those responsible for teaching disabled students and providing services and support for them need ready access to reliable and up-to-date resources. Disabilities and Disorders in Literature for Youth: A Selective Annotated Bibliography for K-12 identifies almost 1,000 resources to help educators, professionals, parents, siblings, guardians, and students understand the various disabilities and disorders faced by children today. This bibliography consists of four major headings—Emotional, Learning, Physical, and Multiple Disabilities—which are further categorized into works of fiction and nonfiction. Annotations provide a complete bibliographical description of the entries, and each entry is identified with the grade levels for which it is best suited and resources are matched with appropriate audiences. Reviews from recognized publications are also included wherever possible. Anyone interested in identifying helpful resources regarding disabilities and disorders will find much of value in this essential tool.
Realistic Fiction

Scholastic Teacher Advisor. Realistic Fiction Books for Grades K-2 with Free Teaching Resources. Retrieved July 10, 2011 from http
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Along with each book you can find free teaching resources, such as lesson plans, extension activities, book talks and discussion questions at Scholastic.com. Created by Scholastic Teacher Consultant Michelle Higgins, an elementary school teacher in New Jersey.

Gillespie, J.T. (2011). The family in literature for young readers: a resource guide for use with grades 4 to 9. Santa Barbara, CA: Libraries Unlimited. $60.00. 978-1591589150.

The Family in Literature for Young Readers: A Resource Guide for Use with Grades 4 to 9 provides a thorough exploration of the diversity of modern family structure and composition as depicted in contemporary literature for young readers. Written specifically with librarians and teachers in mind, this book serves as a reference guide for selecting and recommending these titles to students in grades 4 to 9. After an overview of the subject of family in books for young audiences and a brief history of the family and marriage, the book provides detailed analysis of more than 40 specific books, including coverage of plot, principal characters, passages for booktalking, themes and subjects, and guidance on using the book. A wide range of family organizations and specific relationships are presented: parents and daughters, parents and sons, siblings, extended families and intergenerational interactions, single-parent families, and same-sex families. Sensitive subjects like divorce, adoption, foster homes, and physical and mental abuse are also addressed.

Lynch-Brown, C., Tomlinson, C.M., & Short, K.G. (2010). Essentials of children's literature. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Allyn & Bacon. $81.00. 978-0137074020.
Clear, concise, direct narrative that combines lists, examples, figures, and tables with prose make this brief, affordable, straightforward book the perfect guide to sharing literature with children in the classroom. Written by a well-respected author team, this resource is ideal for pre-service and in-service teachers alike, and much appreciated for its wealth of hands-on suggestions and ideas. Selective, up-to-date lists of recommended books are conveniently organized by sub-genre; multicultural and international children’s literature is integrated throughout; and an up-dated color insert features recent illustrations from picture books (including examples of computer-generated art) and graphic novels. 

Religious Fiction

Evangelical Christian Publishers Association. Christian Book Awards. Annually.  Retrieved July 14, 2011 from http://goo.gl/FE7og.
Since 1978 the Evangelical Christian Publishers Association has recognized quality and encouraged excellence by presenting the ECPA Christian Book Awards (formerly known as Gold Medallion) each year.  After a rigorous judging process, five finalists are selected in each of six categories:  Bibles, Fiction, Children, Inspiration, Bible Reference, Non-Fiction .
Garcha, R., & Russell, P.Y. (2006). The world of islam in literature for youth: a selective annotated bibliography for K-12. Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press. $38.50. 978-0-8108-5488-8.
The World of Islam in Literature for Youth will aid librarians, parents, students, teachers, school media specialists, and other readers who are interested in identifying helpful resources on the topic of Islam and the Muslim culture. Divided into 16 chapters that reflect the different aspects of Islam and the Muslim culture, this annotated bibliography covers more than 700 books, instructional materials, videos, DVDs, audio tapes, and online resources, each with a complete bibliographical description-title, author's name, place of publication, publisher, year, number of pages, and ISBN (both for hard copy and paper, if available)-and recommended grade levels. Digital electronic resources, in addition to the above bibliographic description, also include length of running time, producer, and whether in black & white or color. The authors wrote this book with the goal of making available reliable information about this often-misunderstood religious tradition. Many of the resources emphasized are not typically featured in existing bibliographies, databases, and libraries. Author, title, grade, subject, and illustrator & photographer indexes are included. This valuable reference tool provides educators with a means to easily identify resources for use in promoting the understanding of Islam.
Association of Jewish Libraries. Sydney Taylor Book Award. Annually. Retrieved July 14, 2011 from http://goo.gl/nMjcG.
The Sydney Taylor Book Award is presented annually to outstanding books for children and teens that authentically portray the Jewish experience. Presented by the Association of Jewish Libraries since 1968, the award encourages the publication and widespread use of quality Judaic literature. Gold medals are presented in three categories: Younger Readers, Older Readers, and Teen Readers. Honor Books are awarded silver medals, and Notable Books are named in each category.

