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 Amy Tan’s The Joy Luck Club 

A Resource Guide for Teachers and Students 

Created by Scott Rader, Hays Public Library Assistant Youth Services Librarian 

srader@hayspublib.org 

(785)623-4944 

OVERVIEW  

 In the youth services department we primarily serve children and teens.  But we 

also strive to serve educators.  To that end, we deliver books to the schools through 

interschool mail.  We develop booklists and displays for teachers based on specific units.  

And our story hours meet the standards of early childhood literacy development.  This 

resource guide was developed with the high school educator in mind. 

 Amy Tan’s 1989 bestseller, The Joy Luck Club, was a hit with readers, and still 

resonates today.  It’s a strong piece of literature, sure to evoke plenty of discussion, and is 

chock full of symbolism.  It can help broaden the literature taught in the classroom by 

offering diverse points of view.  The Hays Public Library currently has four copies of this 

book, but we are willing, as always, to purchase more or acquire them through 

interlibrary loan. 

 Many of the resources provided here use the databases available to you for free 

from the state of Kansas library.  This includes the critical articles, and some of the read-

a-like titles, which were gathered from Gale’s Books & Authors.  If you are looking for 

more books your students may like, a link to this site is provided at the end of the guide 

in an additional resources section.  While these sites are free to you, many do require a 
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State of Kansas library card for remote access.  Sign-up for a Kansas library card is quick 

and easy.  We can even do it over the phone.  

 There are some other unique, possibly strange, features that I’d like to point out.  

The first is the use of QR codes throughout the document.  QR stands for quick response, 

and is a type of barcode able to hold data such as text or URLs.  These codes can be read 

by smartphones or iPod Touches (4th generation or later).  This will give you the ability to 

access information on the go.  These codes can be scanned off of most computer screens, 

but will save the trouble of typing the URLs into a browser from a printed copy of the 

guide.  Just scan and you’re ready to go. 

 Readers of this guide may also be wondering, “What is up with those goofy 

hyperlinks (web addresses)?”  To add a cleaner look to the document, making it easier on 

the eyes, the URLs were shortened using Google’s URL Shortener.  These links can 

easily be clicked inside of this document, but the shorter length also allows the teacher or 

student to easily type them from a printed copy of the guide.  Please note that while this 

is intended to be easier on you, the addresses are case-sensitive.  If they are not typed 

correctly they will lead to nowhere. 

 We hope this guide will be helpful to you as either an educator or a student.  

Thank you for chosing the Hays Public Library. 



   3 

SUMMARY 

Told in a series of 16 vignettes, The Joy Luck Club is about Chinese immigrant families.  

It allows each character (four mothers and four daughters) to tell their stories, ranging 

from one mother’s attempts to get out of an arranged marriage to one daughter realizing 

she was not the piano prodigy her mother hoped her to be.  The mothers, and the book, 

are tied together by the recently deceased Suyuan Woo.  She was the founder of the 

titular Joy Luck Club, a majohng and dinner group the mothers belong to.  Suyuan’s 

daughter, June, begins and ends the novel, and her stories weave the varied lives of these 

women together. 

CRITICAL ARTICLES 

 

1. Yu, S. (2008). Narrating Chinese mothers: New orientalism in Amy Tan's 

The Joy Luck Club. Fu Jen Studies: literature & linguistics, (41), 47-66. 

Retrieved February 27, 2011, from Literature Resource Center via Gale: 

http://goo.gl/jMCik - 

Yu discusses some of the criticisms against Tan’s novel. One criticism is in order to be 

universal to mainstream audiences The Joy Luck Club sometimes stereotypes its Asian 

characters.  Yu then argues that the Chinese mothers in the novel are empowering and 

imbuing their daughters with their cultural heritage, thus fighting against the stereotypes.  
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2. Hamilton, P. L. (1999). Feng shui, astrology, and the five elements: 

Traditional Chinese belief in Amy Tan's the Joy Luck Club. MELUS, 24 (2), 

125-145. Retrieved February 27, 2011, from Literature Resource Center via 

Gale: http://goo.gl/zrCdH 

Hamilton helps sift through some of the symbolism of the text by explaining specific 

Chinese beliefs and traditions used throughout the novel.  By helping to understand these 

in context, she enriches the novel and its many meanings. 

LESSON PLANS 

 

1. The Joy Luck Club: a multicultural approach. (2003). Retrieved February 24, 

2011 from http://goo.gl/C5La1 

This lesson plan focuses on using The Joy Luck Club to encourage students to think about 

diversity and multiculturalism in a critical way.  It also features in-class mini-activities to 

compel students to interact with the text creatively.  It is intended for 11th grade students, 

but would work well with most high school students.  
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2. Castellini, M.S. (2003, December 8). Joy luck club: metaphor, symbolism and 

socio-historical background. Retrieved February 24, 2011 from 

http://goo.gl/fhfUI  

A four-week plan geared toward 10th graders, the goal of this lesson plan is to highlight 

many of the literary elements included in The Joy Luck Club.  The objective here is to use 

the short story format and literary elements of the novel to inspire students to write their 

own short stories. 

SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS 

One of the lesson plans utilizes the movie version of The Joy Luck Club.  It is a fine 

adaptation, and the Hays Public Library has one copy available on VHS.  However, I 

wanted to highlight some slightly different materials to help you here.  Both materials 

come from the National Endowment of the Arts’ Big Read program.  The NEA does have 

their own lesson plan for The Joy Luck Club, but it isn’t quite as in depth as the two 

featured above. 

      

iTunes link - http://goo.gl/nz67t   Android/PC Link - http://goo.gl/aB25e 

1. NEA. (Producer). (October 11, 2010). Amy Tan [Video Podcast]. NEA Big 

Read Author Documentary. Retrieved February 27, 2011 from 

http://goo.gl/nz67t 
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In this video, Amy Tan discusses her life and The Joy Luck Club.  This includes sharing 

some of the autobiographical elements of the story.  The Android/PC link also features a 

shorter version of the video, and will work on Mac computers. 

      

iTunes link - http://goo.gl/znX8m  Android/PC Link - http://goo.gl/2EWes 

2. NEA. (Producer). (2009, March 6). Joy luck club by Amy Tan [Audio 

Podcast]. NEA's The Big Read. Retrieved February 27, 2011 from 

http://goo.gl/znX8m 

Scholars, critics, historians and the author discuss The Joy Luck Club in depth in this 

podcast.  Ming-Na, who played June Woo in the movie version, also reads excerpts from 

the novel.  This is a great piece to familiarize one’s self with the novel, its history, and 

some of its themes.  Again, the Android/PC Link works on Mac computers, and includes 

a transcript of the audio podcast. 

FOR STUDENTS 

The following resources are provided to help you understand, enjoy, and research The 

Joy Luck Club.  A few of the databases are provided by The State of Kansas Library.  

They may be accessed by visiting http://www.kslc.org.   These databases require a 

Kansas Library card for remote access. Getting a Kansas Library Card is free, simple, and 

quick.  Stop by or call the Youth Services Department and we will help you out.  Our 

number is (785)623-4944.  If you live in Kansas, but not Hays, visit or call your local 

library for information on obtaining a Kansas Library Card. 
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1. Shmoop. (2010). The joy luck club. Retrieved from http://goo.gl/WTTHd  

Shmoop is a new-ish site. It is much like Sparknotes.  However, they pride themselves on 

hiring experts and educators.  Most of the Shmoop writers are Ph.D. and Masters students 

from Stanford, Harvard, and UC Berkeley.  They have additional web-resources and an 

in-depth critique of the book.  The other cool things about Shmoop are you can download 

apps that help you study for book quizzes, and they have a program that helps you write a 

focused essay. 

 

2. Gale. (n.d.). Student resources in context. Retrieved from http://goo.gl/iLycs 

This easy-to-use database is available to you via the State of Kansas Library.  It is 

designed for high school students and follows national curriculum standards.  This is the 

place to find critical essays, academic journal articles, and more about the novel.  The site 

may require a Kansas Library Card for log-in. 

 

3. EBSCOHost. (2011). NetLibrary. Retrieved from http://goo.gl/fCBXO 

NetLibrary is another resource made available through the State of Kansas Library.  It 

features full eBooks on a number of topics, including discussions of different issues 
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related to The Joy Luck Club.  It does require a State of Kansas library card for remote 

access.  

 

4. Dulcinea Media, Inc.  (2010). SweetSearch. Retrieved February 26, 2011 from 

http://goo.gl/Ns4HQ 

You may be tempted to just use Google for your research.  It’s a great, easy-to-use site, 

so it’s understandable.  However, try SweetSearch.  It looks and works an awful lot like 

Google, but each site must be approved by K-12 educators.  You’ll find better 

information with greater ease.  And make your teachers happy to boot!  

 

5. Duluth Public Library. (2007, May 2). The joy luck club resource guide. 

Retrieved from http://goo.gl/oGrCM 

Duluth, MN used The Joy Luck Club for their One Book, One Community novel in 2007.  

There are many great resources provided by them.  You may want to make use of the 

Related Websites link, which will direct you to information on Amy Tan, the Chinese-

American experience, mahjong, and much more. 
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6. Modern Language Association. (2010, Jan 29). MLA International 

Bibliography. Retrieved from http://goo.gl/oaYXx 

A great place to find more resources on this and more Asian American literature. 

7. ERIC. (2010, Jan 29). Education Resources Information Center. Retrieved 

from http://goo.gl/TIUX8  

This is a great resource for students and teachers in helping understand the novel.  As 

their tag says, “World’s largest digital library for education resources.”  How can you go 

wrong with a statement like that? 

READ-A-LIKES 

 
Hays Public Library Online Catalog - http://goo.gl/NwkYB 

The following read-a-likes are geared toward students of all ages and reading abilities. 

All books are available from the Hays Public Library. These read-a-like titles were 

generated by either NoveList or Books & Authors, and their synopses come from the 

database where they were located. In some instances, to keep the list from being purely 

adult titles, a broader search or personal knowledge of YA titles was used.  Their 

availability and location can be located by searching the online catalog via the link or QR 

code above.  

1. Kwok, J. (2010). Girl in translation. New York, NY: Riverhead Books. 
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“Emigrating with her mother from Hong Kong to Brooklyn, Kimberly Chang begins a 

secret double life as an exceptional schoolgirl during the day and sweatshop worker at 

night, an existence also marked by her first crush and the pressure to save her family 

from poverty” (Synopsis from EBSCOHost’s NoveList). 

2. Na, A. (2001). A step from heaven. Honesdale, PA: Front Street.  

“A young Korean girl and her family find it difficult to learn English and adjust to life in 

America” (Synopsis from EBSCOHost’s NoveList). Wonderful book! 

3. Ng, F.M. (1993). Bone. New York, NY: Hyperion. 

“Middle daughter Ona unexpectedly commits suicide, leaving the other Leong family 

members to try and figure out why. The suicide acts as a pivotal point from which two 

very different Chinese American generations of parents and children and husbands and 

wives must reexamine and redefine their relationships with one another” (Synopsis from 

Gale’s Books and Authors). 

4. See, L. (2009). Shanghai girls. New York, NY: Random House. Won the 

American Pacific Islander Book Award.  On my—“one day when I don’t 

have to read for work I’ll read this book” list. 

“Pearl and May relish all the delights 1930s Shanghai has to offer to a pair of beautiful 

young sisters. As daughters of a successful businessman, the siblings have enough 

resources and connections to do anything they desire. But when their father confesses he 

has lost the family fortune gambling, their entire lives change. To pay back his debts, 

their father sells them to two American men seeking Chinese wives. From here, Pearl and 

May embark upon the greatest adventure of their lives, through war-torn China to the 
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sunny shores of California and the bright lights of Hollywood” (Synopsis from Gale’s 

Books and Authors). 

5. Yang, G.L. (2006). American born Chinese. New York, NY: First Second 

Books. cool! 

“ Alternates three interrelated stories about the problems of young Chinese Americans 

trying to participate in the popular culture. Presented in comic book format” (Synopsis 

from EBSCOHost’s NoveList). 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

This section is for resources I used throughout the guide.  I hope these are of interest to 

you.  NoveList was employed to generate some of the read-a-likes in this guide.  The state 

of Kansas used to offer this resource, but they now offer Books & Authors.  NoveList is a 

nice database, but a paid subscription is required in order to access it.  If any of the links 

don’t work for you, please let me know.  You can contact me by email or phone Monday-

Friday. 

 

1. Gale. (2009). Books & authors.  Retrieved March 1, 2011 from 

http://goo.gl/RKTOh 

 

2. Google.  (2010).  Google URL shortener.  Retrieved March 1, 2011 from 

http://goo.gl/ 
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3. EBSCO.  (2010).  NoveList.  Retrieved March 1, 2011 from 

http://goo.gl/qQviS 


